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NEW ‘BACKROADS OF MONTANA’ FEATURES SEEDS AND WEEDS
MISSOULAThe next episode of “Backroads of Montana,” which airs at 7 p.m. Nov. 21 on Montana
PBS, features unique seed-art, a weed roundup and behind-the-scenes looks at a doll museum in
Loma and ZooMontana in Billings.
“Backroads of Montana: Seeds and Weeds,” the 18th program in the series, focuses on
several communities around the state and the local culture that makes them different from any
place on Earth.
“Community is the key word for this episode,” said program host William Marcus.
“Montanans are working hard to make a difference in their hometowns —and they try to have a
little fun too.”
This episode begins in Sidney, where area residents stage a hard-fought art competition
using only seeds. Then it’s off to Augusta for a roundup, but there’s no livestock involved.
Instead, residents are corralling invasive and noxious weeds. Next, Marion Britton of Loma gives
viewers a tour of her doll museum, House of 1,000 Dolls. The show ends at ZooMontana in
Billings, where animal keepers are working on programs that enrich the lives of the animals in
their charge.
Throughout the program, Marcus takes viewers on a tour of the Charles M. Bair Family
Museum Ranch near Martinsdale. The Bair Ranch housed the largest individual sheep operation
in the northwest at the turn of the century.
“Backroads of Montana” highlights interesting people, places and events in the Treasure
-more-
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State.

“Montana has so many great people,” said Marcus. “We’re happy to be able to tell their
stories to the rest of the state.”
The program is produced by Marcus, Gus Chambers, Ray Ekness and John Twiggs of The
University of Montana Broadcast Media Center and KUFM-TV Montana PBS.
“Backroads” has won five E.B. Craney Program of the Year awards from the Montana
Broadcasters Association and a national Award of Distinction from the Communicator Awards. It
also was nominated for an Emmy Award from the National Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences Seattle Chapter in 2001.
The program is funded by grants from The Greater Montana Foundation, Travel Montana
and The University of Montana. Episodes are shown around the world as part of the PBS
HeartlandUSA international broadcasts and are available for purchase on the American Field
Guide Web site at www.pbs.org.
Montana PBS is a service of UM-Missoula and Montana State University-Bozeman and is
available on KUFM-TV channel 11 in Missoula, KUSM-TV channel 9 in Bozeman, and on
AT&T Cable across the state.
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